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Reigate Deanery Synod Meeting Minutes
 
	Date:
	Wednesday 26th June 2024, 8pm

	Venue:
	St Bartholomew, Horley, RH6 8AB

	Meeting Chair:
	Rev Martin Colton (Area Dean) / Leslie Jackson 

	Note Taker/Secretary:
	Alexia Hartman ( reigatedeanery@gmail.com)

	Attendees:
	47
	Apologies:
	18



	
	ITEM

	Action



	1
	Welcome & Opening Worship by Rev Martin Colton (St Mark’s Church) / Rev Les Wells (St Bartholomew)
	

	2
	Review of Minutes of Reigate Deanery Synod Meeting held on Tuesday 27 February 2023 on Zoom.
Will be signed by Martin as an accurate record of the meeting.
	MC



	3
	Main Speaker: Venerable Moira Astin, Archdeacon of Reigate
The Venerable Moira Astin provided a brief history of the Church Commissioners who support the Church of England’s ministry, particularly in areas of need and opportunity. The Church Commissioners is accountable to Parliament, General Synod and, as a registered charity, the Charity Commission.

Further information can be found via the link below:
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-governance/church-commissioners
	

	4
	Diocesan Synod Elections
The following clergy were elected:
1. Rev’d Sarah-Louise Alexander
2. Rev’d Aneal Appadoo
3. Rev’d Martin Colton
4. Rev’d Hannah Gordon
5. Rev’d Nigel Griffiths
The following laity were elected:
1. Christopher Elliot
2. Ruth Inwood
3. Leslie Jackson
4. Lesley Nicholson
There is still one laity vacancy left.  Please speak to Leslie Jackson if you are interested.





	MC / LJ

	5
	Deanery Updates
Youth & Children 
There are restricted funds available for youth events for children within the deanery.

Welcare (Chris Elliot)
Welcare is a charity working with families and children up to the age of 13 in South London and East Surrey.  They are dependent upon grants, and donations (money) always helpful.
For further information, visit the website: https://welcare.org/
Chris Elliot announced that he will be stepping down at the end of July.
He thanked everyone for their continued support and hopes Welcare/RASJF will be invited to speak at a future Deanery Synod meeting.
RASJF (Chris Elliot)
There will an event on Thursday 19 October at the Methodist Church in Reigate which RASJF hope they be well supported by members of Deanery Synod.

Volunteers are needed throughout the day. Flyers will be available w/c 1 July 2024.

If anyone has any questions or would like a talk on modern slavery please email Chris Elliot at rasocialjustice@gmail.com
For further info on this and other RASJF work, visit: https://reigatedeanery.org.uk/rasjf 

Eco Church
Leslie Jackson will share a link to join the Eco Church WhatsApp Group.
Please contact Leslie Jackson directly if you are interested in being an Eco Champion.

Quiet Day Wychcroft 12 April 2025
The invitation extends to all members of every parish in the Deanery.  Places are limited.  An email will be sent out closer to the time on how to book your place.

Safeguarding Training
In person Safeguarding Training will take place on Thursday 26 September 2024 at St Mary’s Church in Reigate at 7.30pm. Invitation extends to all members in the Deanery.
An email will be sent closer to the time.



	





















LJ




 




LJ

	7
	Finance 
Finances are ok. There are central funds to cover upcoming costs.
The Deanery will not be asking for any parish contributions for at least another year.

	FH

	8
	Notices (including AOB raised at the meeting)
Clergy Updates / Parishes in vacancy
Parishes in vacancy: 
· St Philip’s, Reigate - Lindsay Meader has been appointed vicar at St Philip’s. Details of her licensing will follow.
· St Mary’s Reigate - Simon Russell will be licenced as Associate Vicar on Monday 8 July 2024

AOB
· Paul Waddell (General Synod Representative from the Diocese) provided a brief update on the General Synod meeting that took place in February.  Please see attached report.
· Love Matters Documents available to take home
· Annual Gatton production will take place in July – flyers available to take
· Please contact Fr Martin Colton or Alexia Hartman if you can host any upcoming Deanery Synod Meetings

	





	8
	[bookmark: _Hlk156217303]Dates of Future Meetings in 2024
Thursday 10th October 2024 (venue – All Saints’ Church, Merstham)
Tuesday 11th March 2025 (venue - tbc)
Wednesday 2nd July 2025 (venue – tbc)

	

	9
	Meeting Closed in Prayer
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